The health of Travellers' children in Northern Ireland.
A study was carried out to examine aspects of the health status of children from a group of 'travelling people' in Northern Ireland. A total of 350 children, aged under 16 years, were included in the study. Data were gathered by community health doctors and health visitors using a standardised questionnaire. The study revealed that this community has a high degree of consanguinity and points to higher levels of congenital abnormalities than in the settled community. Uptake of immunisation was less than the settled community and hospital admissions in the younger age group were particularly due to infectious diseases. The authors conclude that provision of health services for travelling people in Northern Ireland should be urgently reviewed with consideration of the needs and lifestyle of this group. The provision of suitable sites for travelling people with adequate water and sewage facilities to reduce potential risks to health is also advocated.